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Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:

God, we are beginning a journey with you to the cross.

The word is almost too big.

We can’t get our arms around it.

Its meaning staggers us.

But we hear you calling.

We see you motioning us to follow,

and we want to fall in step behind you.

When we are exhausted, raise us to walk again.

When we stumble, help us up.

When we want to turn back, keep encouraging us.

Grant us patience to smooth the way

for the advent of your reign.

Grant us hope that we may not be weary

in working for your peace for all people.

May we take seriously the meaning of your cross,

as we take up ours,

standing beside each other,

daring one another to take the risks you ask

so that together we can live out your mission in the world.
By Sharlande Sledge, from Prayers and Litanies for the Christian Seasons



Psalm 32Psalm 32Psalm 32Psalm 32

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,

   whose sin is covered. 

 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,

   and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

 While I kept silence, my body wasted away

   through my groaning all day long. 

 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;

   my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

          Selah 

 Then I acknowledged my sin to you,

   and I did not hide my iniquity;

I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’,

   and you forgave the guilt of my sin.

          Selah 

 Therefore let all who are faithful

   offer prayer to you;

at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters

   shall not reach them. 

 You are a hiding3place for me;

   you preserve me from trouble;

   you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.

          Selah 

 I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;

   I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 

 Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,

   whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,

   else it will not stay near you. 

 Many are the torments of the wicked,

   but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord. 

 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous,

   and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 



Matthew 9:2313Matthew 9:2313Matthew 9:2313Matthew 9:2313

And just then some people were carrying a paralyzed man lying on a bed. When

Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins are

forgiven.” Then some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.”

But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For

which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven’, or to say, ‘Stand up and walk’? But

so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive

sins”=he then said to the paralytic=“Stand up, take your bed and go to your home.”

And he stood up and went to his home. When the crowds saw it, they were filled

with awe, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to human beings. 

 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth;

and he said to him, “Follow me.”  And he got up and followed him. 

 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax3collectors and sinners came and

were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his

disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax3collectors and sinners?”  But when

he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those

who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have

come to call not the righteous but sinners.”


